


PRINCIPAL’S WELCOME

I extend a very warm welcome to all our International students for 2024. We value the diversity
and cultural enrichment that you bring to our community. Our College has International students
representing a range of nationalities from all around the world. You will have a chance to meet
them as well as make life-long friends with your ‘kiwi’ classmates.

Aquinas College is a safe and friendly Catholic Secondary School set on 25 acres (10.7
hectares) in the busy, growing, seaside city of Tauranga. As a new and modern campus, we
have outstanding facilities including science laboratories, a gymnasium, music room and a
Māori meeting house known as the wharenui. We have a welcoming and inclusive atmosphere,
guided by the touchstone values of Family, Prayer, Scholarship, Service, Truth and Joy. Aquinas
College has an outstanding record for excellent academic achievement throughout New
Zealand, and the majority of our senior students enter University both here and overseas.

We pride ourselves on providing an extensive range of curricular and extracurricular
opportunities, combined with an effective pastoral care and guidance programme for our
International Students. Our International team is dedicated to your care and will support you in
all aspects of your home and school life.

PRINCIPAL, Mr. Matt Dalton

OUR COLLEGE PRAYER

Loving God, we gather in your name and ask that your Spirit be with us –
a Spirit of wisdom and encouragement, of gentleness and peace.

Be with us in all that we do and help us to make Aquinas College into a truly Catholic
educational community

supporting family life,
promoting scholarship,
seeking truth in all its forms,
Serving and caring for others,
in prayer
and full of joy,

We make this prayer in Jesus’ name,
and through the intercession of Thomas Aquinas and of all the saints.
AMEN
St Thomas Aquinas, pray for us.



MEET THE INTERNATIONAL TEAM

Director of International Students - Ms.Claire Bentley - cbentley@aquinas.school.nz

International Coordinator - Ms.Gen Aslan - gaslan@aquinas.school.nz

Teacher of senior ESOL - Ms. Helen Flore - hflore@aquinas.school.nz

Teacher of junior ESOL - Ms. Maria Rogerson - mrogerson@aquinas.school.nz

Administration support - Ms. Leanne Dragovich - ldragovich@aquinas.school.nz

mailto:cbentley@aquinas.school.nz
mailto:gaslan@aquinas.school.nz
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EMERGENCY CONTACTS

If your enquiry is not an emergency, then you should send an email instead.
Your email will be answered on the next school day cbentley@aquinas.school.nz

The International Emergency Phone is attended to at all times. This is for emergencies only.

International Emergency Phone -
Attended 24 hours per day, 7 days per week

027 2175 422

Telephone 111 to contact the police, fire service or to call an ambulance.

There is no charge for this service. This is for emergency situations only. When you call,
the operator will ask which service you require (police, fire or ambulance). They will also
ask your name, address and telephone number.

The New Zealand Police non-emergency number is 105. This is to report a non-urgent
situation. You can also go online at 105.police.govt.nz to report things like lost
property, theft of property or vehicles, intentional property damage or to get an update
or add info to a previous report.

Oranga Tamariki is the Government Agency for the Protection of Children. You can
contact them if you feel unsafe or if someone is harming you – Freephone 0508 326
459.

mailto:cbentley@aquinas.school.nz


BELL TIMES

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Mentoring 8:40am 8:40am 8:40am

Period 1 9:00am 8:40am 9:00am 9:00am 9:00am

Period 2 9:50am 9:30am 9:50am 9:50am 9:50am

First Break 10:40am 10:20am 10:40am 10:40am 10:40am

Period 3 11:10am 10:50am 11:10am 11:10am 11:10am

Period 4 12:00pm 11:40am 12:00pm 12:00pm 12:00pm

Assembly 12:30pm

Second Break 12:50pm 1:05pm 12:50pm 12:50pm 12:50pm

Period 5 1:35pm 1:35pm 1:35pm 1:35pm 1:35pm

Period 6 2:25pm -
3:15pm

2:25pm -
3:15pm

12:25pm -
3:15pm

2:25pm -
3:15pm

2:25pm -
3:15pm

TIMETABLE STRUCTURE

Aquinas College has a 10-day timetable. The first week is calledWEEK A and the second week
is calledWEEK B.

At Aquinas the school day is broken into six periods. These are 50 minutes long. Just follow the
bells and ask for help while you are getting used to the system. You can also check or ask at the
student service office.

We have two breaks during the day. The first is Interval when we usually eat a light snack and
have a drink. The second is a Lunch break. You can buy your lunch on Monday, Wednesday &
Friday from the Food Truck parked outside the Whanau (family) block. (Note: the food truck is
cash only)

There are two different start times during a school week. Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and
Friday we start at 8.35 on Thursday we start at 8.55.

Your timetable shows your house, mentor group, mentor teacher and also has details about
your subjects and classrooms. You will be given a copy of your timetable on your first day.

It can be difficult to know where to go each period, so it is very important that you always have a
copy of your timetable. Make sure you can always find it easily.



ASSEMBLY

Every Tuesday after period 4 there is assembly at 12.30pm in the gym. At Assembly, we share
in award ceremonies and listen to presentations from the Principal, teachers and student
leaders.

Fill in below the location of your House and Year Level assembly:

YEAR LEVEL: ______________________________________________________

YEAR LEVEL ASSEMBLY AREA: _______________________________________

HOUSE: ___________________________________________________________

HOUSE ASSEMBLY AREA: ____________________________________________



MENTOR TIME

Every student at Aquinas College belongs to a Mentor Group. In your class there will be
students from the same Year Group as you.

This group meets on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings at 8.40am. This is where you
meet for roll check and to hear the daily notices. It is important to attend Mentor Time, otherwise
you will be marked absent from school.

Each mentor group has a Mentor Teacher who works closely with students and their parents to
ensure that their time at Aquinas College is enjoyable and successful.

You will have a buddy in your mentor class who will show you around school, sit with you at
break times and help you settle in.

Your buddy is: ____________________________________________________________

Fill in below the location of your Mentor Class and the name of your Mentor Teacher:

MENTOR GROUP: ________________________________________________________

MENTOR ROOM: _________________________________________________________

MENTOR TEACHER:_______________________________________________________

ATTENDANCE

If you are unable to attend school because you are sick, you need to ask your caregiver to
report it on the Schoolbridge App under report absence or phone the absence line 07 543 2400
Extension 1, leave a brief note with students name, year level and reason for the absence.

If you need to leave school for any reason you need to get your host parent/DCG/mum to report
it on the app or call with the reason, time you are to leave, who you will be with and time you will
return to school. You will need to sign in & out of school at the student service office.

It is a requirement of your student visa that you must attend school regularly. Immigration New
Zealand and the school can terminate your right to remain in New Zealand if you have poor
attendance. Students must be at school on time and if you are absent for more than 3 days you
will need the permission from the Director of International students and the Principal.

WHO WILL BE TEACHING ME?

You will have several people teaching you DEPENDING ON YOUR YEAR LEVEL.

Your class or subject teacher is the person you should talk to about your learning. They will help
you or give you extra resources to help if you are finding it difficult. Their name is printed on your
timetable.

During your first month at school, you will get to know your own subject teachers. Check your
timetable and record your details below:



Subject Codes Subject Teacher’s
Initials

Teacher’s
Name

Room

YEAR LEVEL DEANS

There is a dean responsible for each year group. This person will help if you are having trouble
with your subject choices. They run the assembly for your year group. They also assist with any
problems students may have with other students.



STUDENT WELLNESS SERVICES

There are many people who can help you at Aquinas College. If you have any questions about
school or if you are worried about anything, talk to the International team, your local advisor,
your agent, your class teacher, your year level dean or your host parents.

Kristen Gilbert - kgilbert@aquinas.school.nz

Alan Syme - asyme@aquinas.school.nz

Counselling is a confidential service offering support and promoting positive wellbeing.
Most people find it very helpful to talk through things with someone who understands &
explore possible ways forward. No issue is too small or too big.

The Student Wellness Centre is located in the main administration building.

Our Counsellors can also book appointments with a range of health and wellness professionals
in our community. We can also arrange for you to be supported by someone who speaks your
native language.

The counsellors work on an appointment system. There are a number of ways to make
appointments.
Check the website for details https://www.aquinas.school.nz/student-welfare/

mailto:asyme@aquinas.school.nz
https://www.aquinas.school.nz/student-welfare/


HEALTH SERVICES

If you feel unwell during the day, there is a First Aid Room in the Administration Block where you
can rest until your host family can pick you up. Contact Mrs Van Kol in the Student service
office for assistance.

SPORTS

Our Sports Coordinator is Kylie Collier She is the person to talk to if you would like to take part
in a College sports team. Her office is located in the gym.
Email: sportscoordinator@aquinas.school.nz

There are 22 different Sports Clubs offered at Aquinas College. Joining a sports team is a great
way to meet friends as well as stay fit and healthy.

CLUBS AND COMMITTEES

At Mentor Class, the morning notices will be read out. This is the place to hear about the
different clubs, committees and events going on in the College.

You can join any of these and take part in Service for our local community.
To join Service Groups email: lroberson@aquinas.school.nz

MUSIC LESSONS, ORCHESTRA AND CHOIR

Our Head of Music is Mrs.Cooney. She is the person to talk to if you would like to take part in a
College music lesson, learn an instrument, join a band or sing in the choir.

Her office is located in the whānau/Technology Block. E-mail: lcooney@aquinas.school.nz

mailto:sportscoordinator@aquinas.school.nz
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WHAT TO DO IF….

When you are absent from
school

Make life easier, ask host mum or dad to use the SchoolBridge app to report an
absence. Or ask your host mum or dad/designated caregiver to phone the School
Office 07 543 2400 Extension 1 to leave a message, clearly stating your name
and the reason that you are away.

You know that you are
going to be absent

Get your host parent / designated caregiver to email your teacher, stating when
you will be absent and the reason for your absence. Absences more than 3 days
and you will need approval from the Director of International students & the
Principal.

You need to leave school
during the day (for an
appointment etc.)

Host parent will need to email your mentor teacher stating when the time you will
be picked up and return to school. Before you leave the school, you must go to the
Student service office to sign out. When you return, you must sign in again at the
front office.

You don’t have the correct
school uniform

Bring a note from a host parent / designated caregiver to the Dean on duty at
the Deans Offices in the morning. These are recorded, after 3 offences there
is a consequence of losing free time at lunch time.

You need to find out
about buses

Ask Mrs.Van Kol in the student service office or visit

https://www.aquinas.school.nz/2023-bus-routes/

You change your address or
phone number

Inform the International Office, the student service office or send an
email to cbentley@aquinas.school.nz

You are feeling ill or have
suffered an injury

Go to the student service office for first aid or medical assistance.

You are being bullied or
harassed

You can talk to your mentor teacher, a subject teacher, your year level Dean
or Director of International Students.

You wish to discuss your
subject options or careers

Talk to the Director of International Students, or Careers Advisor or Andy
Howells about subject options or careers.

You have lost something that
belongs to you

Report the loss to the student service office.

You are late for school If you arrive after 8.35 am, you must go to the student service office to sign in.

You don’t understand
something and want to
speak to someone in your
own native language

The International Department will put you in contact with teachers, parents or
people from the local community who come from the same country as you and
understand the challenges you may be facing. They can also help with English
translation so that we are able to better support and assist you.

You want to leave the school
grounds during the day

Students are not allowed to leave the school grounds once they arrive. For
example, you can not leave school property after you have arrived on a school
bus. You can not leave at lunchtime without specific permission from the
International Office or your parent or host. If you want to leave you must obtain
permission first.

https://www.aquinas.school.nz/2023-bus-routes/
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COLLEGE HOUSES

To encourage a sense of belonging, each student belongs to one of four houses. When you
enrol you are assigned a house. You will take part in competitions and events against other
Houses. At the end of the year, the top performing House wins the House Cup. This is awarded
at Prize Giving. Each house has its own colour.

Browne - Browne house (Purple) is named after Bishop Denis Browne, the Catholic
Bishop of the Hamilton Diocese, and a key supporter of the establishment of Aquinas
College.

Cluny - Cluny House (Blue) is named after the Sisters of St Joseph of Cluny who have
worked in Tauranga, particularly at St Mary’s School, for 60 years.

Foy - Foy House (Gold) is named after Fr Pat Foy, a loved and respected Parish Priest of
Tauranga in the 1990’s. Fr Pat died in early 2001.

Heni Pore - Heni Pore (Red) is named after a local Maori woman and catechist. She is
well known for her Christian actions during the land wars in the 1860’s.

Year 7-10 students wear their House T-Shirt, and Aquinas College PE shorts for Physical
Education College events (such as Athletics Day), and when playing sports at lunchtime.



TOUCHSTONES

All students are expected to uphold the Special Catholic Character of the College. Student
attitudes and conduct should reflect these six Touch Stone values at all times.

Scholarship
● Attend school prepared, on time and ready to learn.
● Complete all classroom expectations and strive to achieve high standards.

Joy
● Contribute to the school environment in a positive and supportive manner.
● Participate in liturgical, cultural, academic and sporting activities.

Service
● Be caring and considerate, seeking opportunities to be of service to others.
● Participate in Service Day, Service Projects and committees.

Family
● Ensure new students, staff and visitors are made to feel welcome.
● Comply with school policies for uniform, appearance, attitude and behaviour.
● Demonstrate respect towards students, staff and visitors.

Prayer
● Participate in personal and group prayer.
● Be respectful and reverent when celebrating Mass or taking part in Liturgy.

Truth
● Be true to yourself and always strive to do your best in all that you do at Aquinas

College.
● Be yourself and allow others to be themselves by accepting them with an open mind.

UNIFORM

Students at Aquinas College take pride in their appearance at all times. Students must present
themselves each day in line with the College Policy on Uniform and Appearance. There is a
second-hand uniform shop which is open every Tuesday during Term Time from 12.30 until 3
pm. You can purchase new uniform items at NZ Uniforms, 94 Elizabeth St, Tauranga.



GIRLS’ SUMMER UNIFORM - TERM 1 AND 4

YEARS 7-10

❖ Short sleeved white, piped blouse
❖ Tartan wool-blend green/navy skirt or
❖ Multi-seasonal navy shorts
❖ McKinlay black leather sandals, or black leather shoes with white socks
❖ Navy bucket-style hat
❖ Green and navy cardigan or wool jersey
❖ Soft shell jacket

YEARS 11-13

❖ Short sleeved navy with green pinstripe blouse
❖ Navy skirt or shorts
❖ McKinlay black leather sandals or black leather shoes with white ankle socks
❖ Green and navy jacket cardigan or jersey

GIRLS’ WINTER UNIFORM - TERM 2 AND 3

YEARS 7-10

❖ White collared, long sleeved buttoned blouse
❖ Monogrammed College tie
❖ Tartan wool- blend navy/green pleated skirt (same as summer)
❖ Navy shorts (to be worn with the white socks, and black leather lace-up shoes)
❖ Green and navy cardigan
❖ Soft-shell jacket
❖ Black opaque tights with black leather lace up shoes

YEARS 11-13

❖ White collared long-sleeved buttoned blouse Monogrammed College tie
❖ Multi-seasonal, navy skirt, or long, navy trousers with black socks
❖ Green and navy cardigan or jersey
❖ Green blazer, featuring monogram and ribbon trim
❖ Black opaque tights and black leather lace up shoes



BOYS’ SUMMER UNIFORM - TERM 1 AND 4

YEARS 7-10

❖ Multi-seasonal wool-blend tailored navy shorts
❖ Short sleeved, open necked navy shirt with monogrammed pocket
❖ McKinlay leather sandals (compulsory) or black leather shoes with navy socks
❖ Navy bucket-style College hat (Year 7-9 students compulsory)
❖ Optional green navy-striped wool jersey featuring monogram and striped V-neckline

YEARS 11-13

❖ Multi-seasonal tailored navy shorts
❖ Short sleeved, open necked navy with green pin-stripe shirt
❖ McKinlay Black leather sandals (compulsory) or black leather shoes with blue woollen

socks
❖ Optional green navy-striped wool jersey featuring monogram and striped V-neckline.

BOYS’ WINTER UNIFORM - TERM 2 AND 3

YEARS 7-10

❖ Navy, long sleeved, collared, buttoned shirt
❖ Monogrammed College tie
❖ Multi-seasonal tailored navy shorts
❖ Navy, knee length socks
❖ Black leather shoes
❖ Green, wool jersey
❖ Green and navy soft-shell jacket

YEARS 11-13

❖ White, long sleeved shirt Monogrammed College tie
❖ Green blazer
❖ Navy long trousers
❖ Navy socks
❖ Black leather shoes
❖ Green, wool jersey

Please refer to Appendix for more uniform information and pictures



UNIFORM

APPEARANCE

Wearing the correct school uniform should create a sense of pride, belonging and equality for
students. It is important that students are always dressed correctly and only wear items on the
uniform list.

● Coloured t-shirts are not permitted under shirts. Any clothing worn under the uniform
must not be visible.

● Shorts and trousers must be worn tidily at all times.
● Boys’ socks must be worn up at all times.
● School bags and folders must be clear of graffiti and offensive messages.
● Hair must be neatly presented, off the face, a natural colour, tidy and tied back when

longer than the collar. A wristwatch, and one plain stud or sleeper in each ear are
permitted. No other piercings are allowed.

● Taonga or items of jewellery that carry cultural and/or religious significance are
permitted.

● Natural makeup for basic skin coverage is permitted.
● Nail polish is not permitted.
● Facial hair is not permitted.
● Tattoos are not permitted, except those of cultural or religious significance.



HOMESTAY

Living with a New Zealand family will help you learn a lot about the New Zealand way of life and
improve your English language.

Your host family will make you welcome, and when you first arrive, they will help you to find your
way around the city and the Bay of Plenty region.

You will find that there are many differences between life and customs in your home country and
those in New Zealand.

Your host family will understand this and will help you to adjust.

All homestays are carefully checked by the College to ensure that the home is warm and
inviting, and that every student is given the best care.

ACCOMODATION

Some students live in College approved homestays. These are kind and caring families,
matched as closely as possible to your requirements. Your host family will provide you with your
own room and make you feel part of their family. They will provide you with dinner in the evening
and will make sure that food is available for your lunch and breakfast. If you have any allergies,
likes or dislikes, discuss these with your host Family. Many New Zealand households have
pets, such as a cat or a dog.

Students are not permitted to live in an independent flat.



Some International students live with a family member (Designated Caregiver) and some live
with their parents.

Sometimes you might need to stay with another family temporarily during the year. This may
happen if your host has to travel out of Tauranga or is going to be away overnight. The
International Team will place you in a safe and welcoming family while they are away.

LIVING IN NEW ZEALAND

MOBILE PHONES AND DEVICES: It is the recommendation of Aquinas College that all phones
and devices are removed from the International Student’s bedroom overnight.

INTERNET: Most International Students bring their own device with them, usually a laptop,
i-Pad or smartphone. It is important that internet use is not excessive and online curfews are
respected. Most homes have a limit to the amount of data that is available each month. Please
discuss this with your host parents and avoid downloading large files without checking with them
first.

ELECTRICAL APPLIANCES: These include lights, heaters, electric blankets, stereo, TV, radios
and fans. Because of the fire danger and the expense of electricity, these items need to be used
with care and respect. All electrical appliances must be turned off when you are not in the room
where they are being used.

BATHROOM/SHOWER/TOILET: These rooms are usually shared by all the family, so please
make sure that you leave them clean and tidy after use. As there may be limited hot water
please limit your daily shower to 5 minutes.

CHORES: Household chores are shared among family members. Be prepared to do your share.
As a homestay student you are a member of the family, so you may be asked to help clear away
and wash dishes after meals. Please do so willingly. You will be expected to keep your bedroom
tidy. This means making your bed neatly every morning, putting away your clothes, keeping the
floor clear of items and vacuuming it once a week. Your bed linen should be changed once a
month. Ensure that you discuss the arrangements for laundry with your host.

RULES: As a member of the family you should live by the rules of the household. On school
days you must be home before dark or ring your homestay family. Later hours may be kept
during the weekends or holidays with the permission of homestay parents. If you are going to be
late arriving home, phone your homestay and tell them this. If you stay with a friend during the
weekend, you must get permission from your homestay parent first. If he/she agrees, ensure
that the contact name, address and telephone number has been given to the International
Director. It is important that your host family and the Director know your whereabouts should you
need to be contacted in an emergency.



BEDTIME: Some New Zealand families go to bed early and you need to respect your family’s
lifestyle by being in bed by 10.00 pm. Students need a minimum of 8 hours sleep to be able to
concentrate well on their lessons at school.

INSURANCE: All International Students must have full travel/medical insurance cover. This is a
requirement of the New Zealand government. This covers doctor, emergency dentist and
hospital expenses. The College can assist you to arrange insurance. If you become sick, please
ask your homestay parent to take you to the doctor. Medical and pharmaceutical bills must be
paid by you. Keep your receipts and so you can apply for a refund.

SPENDING MONEY: Most New Zealand High School students would have no more than $40
per week to spend. It is important that International Students do not bring large sums of money
to school. All valuables are your responsibility and should be left at home. Students may need
extra spending money during school holidays for shopping, sightseeing and other activities.

MEAL TIMES: There are usually set meal times when the family eats together. If for any reason
you are going to be late, you must advise your homestay parents. New Zealand food may be
very different from what you are used to, but please try everything. If you do not like some
things, tell your homestay family so that they can offer you an alternative.

WORK: The New Zealand Immigration Service permits International Students in Years 12 and
13 only to work part-time with a restriction of the amount of hours you work. Younger
International Students are not allowed to work. A Variation of Conditions of Student Permit must
be obtained from Immigration NZ. Permission must also be obtained from your parents. Contact
the International Office to find out more.

SMOKING/VAPING/DRINKING: In New Zealand, it is unlawful for people to smoke or vape in
public places. It is illegal in New Zealand for cigarettes or vaping products to be sold to anyone
under the age of 18 years. Smoking or vaping is not permitted at the College, or in your
homestay. It is illegal in New Zealand for anyone under the age of 18 years to be served alcohol
or to be on licensed premises without their host parent.

MOTOR VEHICLES: School policy of Aquinas College does not allow International Students to
own or drive a car while enrolled. In New Zealand, no-one may drive a car without a current
Driver’s License. Students with a Restricted License may not carry passengers nor be on the
road between the hours of 10pm and 6am.



TRAVEL

● International students are not to undertake independent travel. They are only permitted
to travel with their natural parents, caregiver families or with Tour Operators who have
been Qualmarked.

● International students must advise the International Director of any planned travel and
complete an Aquinas College Travel Permission form (at least 2 weeks before
travelling).

● Travel will only be approved if all conditions are met and signed permission is obtained
from natural parents, host parents in NZ and the Director of International students.

QUESTIONS TO TALK WITH YOUR HOST FAMILY

1. What do I call you? Mum, Dad or First Name?

2. Am I expected to make my bed & tidy my room daily and clean the bathroom after I use
it. Is there anything else you expect me to do?

3. What is the procedure with dirty clothes? Where do I keep them until washing day?

4. Should I wash my own underclothes? Where can I hang them to dry? What is the
procedure for ironing clothes? May I use the washing machine & iron at any time? How
do I use them?

5. Where should I keep my bathroom & toilet accessories? When is the most convenient
time for me to use the bathroom on weekday mornings?

6. Is it best for me to shower in the morning or evening? How much time can I spend under
the shower?

7. What time are meals?

8. What would you like me to help with at mealtimes?
a) Make the dinner
b) Set the table
c) Clear the table
d) Wash or dry the dishes

9. What are the rules about using the internet? How long can I spend on the computer?

10. Are there any rules about using fans, heaters, or electric blankets?



USEFUL INFORMATION

● Find information about subjects, refunds, facilities, staff, careers, courses, options,
insurance, visas, school policies, pastoral care, sports and cultural activities, visit the
College website: www.aquinas.school.nz/international

● Everything you need to know about subjects, courses of study, Internals, credits,
pathways of study and the various faculties that are taught can be found in School Point.
This online tool is available here: https://aquinas.schoolpoint.co.nz

● You will be asked to sign a Cybersafe Contract when you arrive. You will then be able to
log on to the School Internet service.

● Mobile phones - schools are required to ensure that students do not use or access their
phones during school hours, including lunchtime and breaks. Failure to follow the policy
on mobile phones will result in your phone being taken off you for collection at the end of
the day from the main office.
https://www.aquinas.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/4.-Mobile-Phone-Use.p
df

● Aquinas College offers courses to prepare students for NCEA - National Certificate of
Educational Achievement. This is the qualification offered by the New Zealand
Qualifications Authority. Find out more about NCEA here:
https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/understanding-ncea/

● To perform well at Aquinas College a good level of conversational English is required.

● Aquinas College employs almost 80 staff. Teachers in the Junior school are Primary
trained and equipped to manage the particular learning needs of Yr. 7 and 8. Teachers in
the Middle and Senior school are specialists in their particular field. This includes
specialised ESOL, Art, Music, Drama, Technology, Science and Maths.

● Aquinas College was established in 2003. It has modern facilities including a Hard
Materials technology workshop with 3-D printer, Digital Technology suite with computers,
Library with e-book available to loan, Science labs, Gymnasium, Football and Rugby
fields, Hockey and tennis training turf and outdoor Basketball Courts.

● The Aquinas College Future Pathways Department assists any students wanting to
progress to a University or Tertiary Institution. They can also assist students to apply for
study scholarships.

● Policies and procedures for all students are on the College website:
https://www.aquinas.school.nz/board-of-trustees/

http://www.aquinas.school.nz/international
https://aquinas.schoolpoint.co.nz
https://www.aquinas.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/4.-Mobile-Phone-Use.pdf
https://www.aquinas.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/4.-Mobile-Phone-Use.pdf
https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/understanding-ncea/
https://www.aquinas.school.nz/board-of-trustees/


WHAT TO DO IF YOU HAVE A PROBLEM ?

Our aim is that you have a safe, happy and enriching time as part of the Aquinas College
community. If you do have a problem, please ask for help while it is still a little problem. Do not
wait for it to become a big problem. If you are not confident that your English is good enough,
you can always bring a friend who has better English.

❖ Problems at school with teachers or subjects?
● In the first instance you should see the Director of International Students.
● Future Pathways can give you advice on your course, choice of subjects and tertiary

study.
● Your year level Dean is also available to give you advice.

❖ Problems with school friends?
● You can talk with your mentor teacher or Dean.
● Or Guidance Counsellors who may also be able to give you advice.
● If you are still not satisfied, make an appointment to see the Assistant Principal.

❖ Problems with homestay?
● The International Coordinator will assist you with any homestay matters.
● If its an emergency the phone number is 027 2175 422

❖ Language challenges?
● We have teachers who can speak other languages that can assist.

If you are still not satisfied you or your parents can write to the Principal, Mr Matt Dalton.
If you feel your problem is not being solved by the school, you can contact the New Zealand
Qualifications Authority (NZQA) www.nzqa.govt.nz Phone 0800 69 7296 or
helpdesk@nzqa.govt.nz

If it is a financial or contractual dispute, you can contact istudent complaints by phone on 0800
006675. More information is available on the iStudent Complaints website:
https://www.istudent.org.nz/

You must be able to show them that you have tried to get the school to act before you contact
them. They will consult the school to see if anything can be done to help you.

Additionally, Aquinas College has agreed to observe and be bound by The Education (Pastoral
Care of Tertiary and International Learners) Code of Practice 2021.
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