
Aquinas College
COVID-19 Protection Framework

Operational Protocols

The goals of this document are to:
1. Keep students, staff and the wider community healthy and safe by preventing the spread of COVID-19.
2. Apply relevant guidance from the Ministry of Health and other Government agencies to the education sector to provide clear operational

protocols for the College.
3. Encourage a safe and respectful work environment and good communication between all stakeholders.
4. Sit alongside our established health and safety controls to ensure all students and staff are safe at school.

The COVID-19 Protection Framework (CPF) – Guidance for schools and kura has guided the Aquinas College COVID-19 Protection Framework
Operational Protocols.

https://assets.education.govt.nz/public/Documents/COVID19-files/Schools/CPF-guidance-table-Schools-and-Kura-19-01-22.pdf


Overarching Description

Green Orange Red

There are some COVID-19 cases in the
community and sporadic imported cases.
Community transmission will be limited, and
COVID-19 hospitalisations will be at a
manageable level. The health system will be
ready to respond, including primary care,
public health, and hospitals.

Schools and kura are open for on-site
learning for all students.

Schools are prohibited from requiring
students to be vaccinated to access
education. This includes parents,
caregiver and whānau supporting
students and their learning.

There will be increasing
community transmission that is putting
pressure on our health system. The whole
of the health system will focus its resources
but can continue to manage primary care,
public health, and hospitals. There may also
be an increased risk for at-risk people.

Schools and kura are open for on-site
learning for all students.

Schools are prohibited from requiring
students to be vaccinated to access
education. This includes parents,
caregiver and whānau supporting
students and their learning.

Action will need to be taken to protect both
at-risk people and protect our health system
from an unsustainable number of
hospitalisations.

Schools and kura are open for on-site
learning for all students.

Schools are prohibited from requiring students
to be vaccinated to access education. This
includes parents,  caregiver and whānau
supporting students and their learning.

Public Health Measures

Basic Hygiene - includes good hand hygiene, cough, and sneeze etiquette, avoid touching your face, and regularly clean and
disinfect  surfaces.  Hand sanitiser will be available at entrances to indoor spaces at Orange and Red. Maintain good hygiene | Unite
against COVID-19 (covid19.govt.nz)

Contact tracing - schools are required to display QR Code posters for the NZ COVID Tracer App. They must also have other contact
tracing  systems in place, including an attendance register and visitor register. COVID-19 Health and safety guidance – Contact Tracing

Vaccination - getting vaccinated is a key step to gain more protection against the virus. From 1 January 2022, only fully vaccinated staff
and support people can have contact with children and students. COVID-19 Health and safety guidance – Vaccination

https://covid19.govt.nz/health-and-wellbeing/protect-yourself-and-others-from-covid-19/maintain-good-hygiene/
https://covid19.govt.nz/health-and-wellbeing/protect-yourself-and-others-from-covid-19/maintain-good-hygiene/
https://www.education.govt.nz/covid-19/advice-for-schoolskura/guidance-for-schools-for-alert-levels-1-4/#Contact-tracing
https://www.education.govt.nz/covid-19/advice-for-schoolskura/guidance-for-schools-for-alert-levels-1-4/#Vaccination


Managing wellness - Students and staff who are unwell must stay home. If you have cold, flu or COVID-19 symptoms, call your doctor or
Healthline on 0800 358  5453 for advice about getting tested.  Staff are to observe children on arrival, checking for symptoms. Those presenting
as unwell will be asked to go home or arrange for parents or caregivers to come and pick up.

COVID-19 symptoms | Unite against COVID-19 (including links to information on symptoms in other languages other than English)

Ventilation - Our staff will well ventilate the College’s indoor spaces by opening windows and doors. Ventilating schools – Education in New
Zealand

Case management across all CPF settings
Cases of COVID-19 at the College will continue to be managed across the framework. Aquinas College will work with the Ministry of
Education, following public health guidance, to identify who else may need to self-isolate and get tested. Contact tracing systems will support
this process.

Closure of the College is an unlikely option at all levels of the framework. However, it may be considered by the Ministry of Health or by the
College’s Board where there is a high volume of cases.

Detailed Information

Measure / risk Green Orange Red

Students and staff
with complex medical
needs, particularly if
not fully vaccinated

Encouraged to take additional
precautions when leaving home.

Parents, caregivers and students
will need to work with the school to
develop a plan to support
attendance onsite.

Encouraged to take additional
precautions when leaving home.

Parents, caregivers and students
will need to work with the school to
develop a plan to support
attendance onsite.

Students and staff with complex
medical needs can seek advice
from their health professional about
whether it is appropriate to come to
school.

The College will support off-site
learning for students advised to
remain at home.

Distance Learning Schools and kura will support off-site learning for those required to self-isolate or waiting for a test result.

Support will also be required for children with complex medical needs, especially if not fully vaccinated, and learning
from home following advice from a health professional.

https://covid19.govt.nz/health-and-wellbeing/about-covid-19/covid-19-symptoms/
https://www.education.govt.nz/school/property-and-transport/health-and-safety-management/ventilating-schools/
https://www.education.govt.nz/school/property-and-transport/health-and-safety-management/ventilating-schools/


Education outside the
classroom (EOTC)

Education outside the classroom (EOTC) activities can go ahead at all CPF settings but will need careful planning and
require SLT approval.

Along with the usual risk management approach, our staff will consider:
• The importance of protecting those vulnerable to respiratory illness.
• How to respond to someone becoming ill with a serious illness, including the ability to isolate that person while

advice from a medical professional is sought.
• In concert with the venue, any requirements for COVID are understood and can be met. This could include

capacity limits and whether a Vaccine Pass is required by the provider.

Mask use in schools
Masks, not face coverings  are acceptable at the RED setting. With the Omicron variant the government now recommends that masks be
medical grade (e.g a Type IIR/level 2 mask or above).  In some situations there are exemptions

Green Orange Red

Masks are encouraged but  not required, when
inside at school.

Nurses in schools and other health
professionals will need to follow their own
industry guidance for using PPE.

Official guidance states that Masks are strongly
encouraged but not required, when inside at
school. We value the extra protection masks
provide and on this basis, they are compulsory
for students, staff and members of the
community inside.

For all students at Aquinas College, masks
are mandatory on school buses.

Masks must be worn by all learners and staff
members in shared spaces indoors.
For all students at Aquinas College, masks  are
mandatory on school buses and when accessing
the food truck.



Physical Distancing

Green Orange Red

Physical distancing is not a requirement. Physical distancing is not a  requirement but it is
strongly encouraged.

In Classrooms
Classroom desks will be separated, but grouping
is encouraged to encourage collaboration and

co-construction of knowledge.
Teachers will exercise
professional judgement to
ensure students are spaced
in a fashion that means they
are not in physical contact
with each other or breathing

on each other. Some classrooms have inflexible
furniture, and it is impracticable to be rearranged.
Teachers will exercise professional judgement in
these spaces. In practical subjects, teachers will
also exercise professional judgment to achieve
practicable physical distancing.

Around the campus,
Students will be encouraged to maintain physical
distance around the campus during breaks and
between classes.

Physical distancing of 1 metre when indoors
should be observed  wherever practicable.

In Classrooms
Classroom desks will be separated, but grouping
is encouraged to encourage collaboration and

co-construction of knowledge.
Teachers will exercise
professional judgement to
ensure students are spaced
in a fashion that means they
are not in physical contact
with each other or breathing

on each other. Some classrooms have inflexible
furniture, and it is impracticable to be rearranged.
Teachers will exercise professional judgement in
these spaces. In practical subjects, teachers will
also exercise professional judgment to achieve
practicable physical distancing.

Around the campus,
Students will be encouraged to maintain physical
distance around the campus during breaks and
between classes.



Curriculum related events

Green Orange Red

Large activities with students, if they are to go
ahead, should take place in well-ventilated areas
or outdoors.

Assemblies
Year Level assemblies, House assemblies,
Middle School and Senior School assemblies
can take place, mindful of physical distancing
where practicable.

Large activities with students should not go
ahead unless held outdoors.

Where other students are coming onsite for
learning, 1m physical distancing should be
applied where practicable.

No full school assemblies are permitted to
take place. Year levels or House
assemblies, if required, are only permitted
outdoors.

Non-curriculum related events

Green Orange Red

If bringing others onsite for events, including
parents and caregivers, any general rules for
events and activities applicable at the time will
apply.

These rules will also apply if you are hiring
out your facilities.

You are able to require proof of vaccination in
line with the general rules for events applicable
at the time.

Students from other schools are permitted to
be on-site and must follow all health measures.

Events may only go ahead if a vaccination
certificate is required.

If bringing others onsite, including parents
and caregivers, any general rules for events
applicable  at the time, will apply.

These rules will also apply to the hire of our
facilities.

Inter-school activities not related to the
curriculum should be limited and may only
be approved on a case by case basis by
SLT.

No assemblies are permitted to take place (full
school, year levels or House).

Events should be limited and may only go
ahead if a vaccination certificate is required.
No external students onsite for  non-curriculum
related inter-school  activities.

Sport



Green Orange Red

Our Director of Sport will provide more detail in
line with School Sport NZ guidance.

Our Director of Sport will provide more detail in
line with School Sport NZ guidance.

Our Director of Sport will provide more detail in
line with School Sport NZ guidance.

Performing Arts

Green Orange Red

Practices and rehearsals can go ahead –
physical distancing of one metre is
recommended where practicable, especially for
higher risk activities such as singing, haka and
using wind instruments.

The Arts faculty will provide specific and
appropriate guidance to various groups.

Practices and rehearsals can go ahead –
physical distancing of one metre is
recommended where practicable, especially for
higher risk activities such as singing, haka and
using wind instruments.

The Arts faculty will provide specific and
appropriate guidance to various groups.

Singing and haka must be held outside and two
metres distant from each other.

Wind instruments are not to be shared and
limited to home use, or outside only.

The Arts faculty will provide specific and
appropriate guidance to various groups.



Physical and cultural activities onsite / use of playgrounds

Green Orange Red

Playgrounds can be used (maintain good hand
hygiene).

Physical and cultural activities can go ahead
on site (all other public health measures must
be maintained, including good hygiene
practices).

Playgrounds can be used (maintain good hand
hygiene).

Physical and cultural activities can go ahead
on-site (all other public health measures must
be maintained, including good hygiene
practices).

Exercising, singing and haka must be held
outdoors.

The gymnasium and weights room will be
closed during break times.

Playgrounds can be used (maintain  good hand
hygiene).

Physical education classes and break time
activities can include sports equipment, but
hygiene practices must be observed before and
after playing with equipment.

Physical distancing is not possible in some
physical activities. In these  situations, extra
emphasis on handwashing and drying before
and after activities.

Visitors

Green Orange Red

There are no restrictions on the number of
visitors on-site, but they need to be captured in a
visitor register or other system to support
contact tracing.

There are no restrictions on the number of
visitors on-site, but they must sign in to the
office, to support contact tracing. Visitors must
wear masks.

No non-essential visitors are to be on-site.
(Essential visitors are classified as those who
support the critical operations of the College).

All visitors, including parents and caregivers,
if they do come onsite must sign in at the
office and wear masks when on school
grounds.



Other

Measure / risk Green Orange Red

Shared supplies Shared supplies and equipment can be used if students and staff are undertaking regular hand washing and staying
away if sick.

Drinking fountains Drinking fountains will be operational at Green and Orange settings. The foot-pump operated drink stations are
operational at all settings of the CPF.

Examinations Examinations can operate with public health measures in place. All exams including NCEA and Scholarship
examinations are able to proceed at all CPF settings but must have a range of public health measures in place.

Managing in an
emergency

Fire alarms and other emergencies may require us either evacuate our buildings or move everyone inside. The priority
in these situations is keeping students and staff safe from the threat arising through the emergency event – fire, flood,
earthquake etc.

There is a requirement to operate practice drills as normal at the Green, Orange and Red settings of the CPF.


